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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1937 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Falmouth. 


May  31st,  1938. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  Report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with 
instructions  given  in  Circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  dated  4th  October,  1937,  and  will  be  an  Ordinary 
Report.  Matters  which  are  specially  referred  to  in  the 
Circular  will  be  found  enumerated  and  dealt  with  in  this. 
Report. 

For  the  greater  part  of  1937  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer 
were  carried  out  by  Dr.  M.  D.  Price,  who  unfortunately  came 
to  an  untimely  end  whilst  visiting  London  in  October  last. 

Since  his  death  1 carried  out  duties  as  temporary  Medical 
Officer,  being  appointed  Medical  Officer  on  4th  May,  1938. 

There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  Infant  Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age,  our  figure  this  year  being  51.95  as  compared 
with  46.15  last  year,  but  is  below  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales,  v.e.,  58  per  1,000  live  births. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREAS. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population,  1937,  for  Statistics 

Population  Census  (1931) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1931 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1937) 
according  to  Rate  Hooks 

Rateable  Value,  1937 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . 


1,893 

15.130 

13,492 

2,916 


4,271 
£115.085 
£483  is.  8. 96c!. 


(Subject  to  Audit) 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  may  be  classified  as  under 
four  headings: — 

a.  The  Working  Classes. 

b.  The  Industrial  Classes. 

c.  People  of  Independent  Means. 

d.  Migratory. 

The  working  class  are  for  the  most  part  employed  at  the 
Docks  and  Foundry. 

The  Industrial  Class  includes  shop-keepers  and  trades- 
men generally,  who  are  engaged  in  business,  shipping,  or  in 
commercial  undertakings. 

People  of  independent  means  form,  perhaps,  a larger 
proportion  than  is  usual.  The  mildness  of  the  climate,  and 
the  natural  beauty  of  the  neighbourhood  and  proximity  to 
the  sea,  with  facilities  for  yachting,  etc.,  offer  inducement 
to  many  to  retire  here. 

The  Migratory  Population  varies  with  the  season,  and  it  is 
represented  by  that  fluctuating  population  which  comes  here 
either  for  reasons  of  health  or  pleasure,  also  the  male  working 
class  population  varies  according  to  the  amount  of  work  at 
the  Docks. 
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VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  . 

Legitimate 

220 

116 

104 

Illegitimate 

II 

5 

6 

231 

121 

no 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  : 
15.27.  England  and  Wales:  14.9. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Sti'.i  Births  . . Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

- — 

— 

7 

4 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births- 

-29.41. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths 

216 

115 

IOI 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population: 
14.28.  England  and  Wales:  12.4. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes : — 

Deaths 

Puerperal  sepsis  . . . . 0 

Other  Puerperal  causes  . . o 

Total  . . . . . . . o 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 
Legitimate,  11;  Illegitimate,  1;  total,  12. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 
All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


Rate  per  1000  total 
("live  and  still)  births 


5i-95 


50.0 

90.91 

3i 

1 

1 


6 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TABLE 

SHOWING  BIRTH  AND 

DEATH 

RATE 

SINCE 

1926. 

Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

1923  ... 

12.77  per  1,000 

14.58  per 

1,000 

100.00  per  1,000  Births 

1927  ... 

13.00 

13.07 

99 

80.7 

99 

9 9 

1928  ... 

13.24 

12.05 

99 

00.07 

9 9 

99 

1929  ... 

13.10  „ 

14.45 

99 

57.47 

9 9 

99 

1930  ... 

15.58  „ 

14.15 

9 9 

58.25 

99 

99 

1931  ... 

15.03  „ 

14.48 

J} 

41.24 

99 

1932  ... 

15.70 

13.48 

9 9 

33.05 

99 

9 9 

1933  ... 

15.09 

14.50 

9 9 

74.03 

9 9 

99 

1934  ... 

. 13.87 

11.50 

9 9 

39.22 

J 9 

99 

1935  .. 

. 13.55 

12.13 

9 9 

57.42 

9 9 

9 9 

1930  .. 

. 12.79 

14.30 

9 9 

40.15 

99 

99 

1937  .. 

15.27  „ 

14.28 

9 9 

51.95 

99 

99 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1937. 

Disease  No.  of  Deaths 

Typhoid  Fever,  etc.  . . . . . . . . — 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . i 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . — 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . — 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . — 


Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . . . . . . . — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . . . . . . . . i 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . . . 14 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  . . . . . . 2 

Syphilis 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  etc.  . . . . 2 

Cancer  . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
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Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . . . . . . . 18 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Aneurysm  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . . . . . . 16 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . . . . . . 1 

Peptic  ulcer  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  2 years  ..  ..  ..  1 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

Other  digestive  diseases  . . . . . . . . 2 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Other  puerperal  causes  . . . . . . . . — 

Congenital  causes,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 10 

Senility  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  violence  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Other  defined  diseases  . . . . . . . . 20 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . . . . . . — 

Special  causes  (included  above):  — 

Small-pox  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Polioencephalitis  . . . . . . . . — 


Total 


216 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time),  who  is  also  Inspector 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  Shops  Acts,  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders, 
Superintendent  of  House  Refuse  Collection  and  Sewage 
Disposal. 

Qualifications — Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  .Meat  and  Food 
Inspector's  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  the 
Diploma  of  Public  Cleansing  and  Certificate  of  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  qualifying  for  Membership. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time),  with  ihe 
exception  of  carrying  out  his  duties  as  Lighting  Superin- 
tendent. 

Three  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspectors  (whole  time). 

Two  Health  Visitors,  the  senior  acting  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  School  Clinic;  duties  also 
carried  out  include  those  of  School  Nurse  and  Child  Protection 
Officers. 

Qualifications  of  eacli  being — Certificates  Central  .Midwives 
Hoard  and  State  Registered  Nurses. 

One  half  of  the  Salaries  of  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  are  repaid  by  Exchequer  Grants. 

7 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations:  — 

For  Diphtheria,  22;  Tubercular  Sputum,  15;  Typhoid  or 
Paratyphoid,  9;  Dysentery,  6. 

Pathological  examinations  arc  made  by  the  Laboratories 
of  Pathology  and  Public  Health,  Harley  Street,  the  Redruth 
Clinical  Laboratory,  and  The  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary 
Pathological  Departments,  for  analysis  of  sputum,  swabs, 
water,  etc. 
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BACTERIAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1937. 


Specimen. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total 

Diphtheria 

I 

21 

22 

Tuberculosis 

2 

13 

15 

Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid 

— 

9 

9 

Dysentery 

3 

3 

6 

MIDWIVES. 

Apart  from  the  two  midwives  employed  by  the  Falmouth 
District  Nursing  Association  there  are  two  midwives  practis- 
ing privately,  and  also  those  at  or  supplied  by  the  Nursing 
Homes. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  investigate  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

No.  of  Sessions 

Total  Attendances  Mothers  902 

Average  ,,  . . Mothers  23 

Number  on  Register  Mothers  60 

CHILDREN’S  ACT,  1908. 

Miss  Truscott,  the  Health  Visitor,  is  the  Infant  Protection 
Visitor  under  this  Act. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

A Clinic,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Rentoul,  of  Truro, 
assisted  by  an  Orthopaedic  sister,  will  be  commenced  early  in 
1938.  This  Clinic  will  be  run  in  conjunction  and  partially 
aided  by  the  County  Council. 


40 

Babies  1,057 
Babies  26 

Babies  70 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS, 
ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND  HOMELESS  CHILDREN. 


Nil. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Public  Cleansing  and  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area 
and  action  taken  in  regard  to  premises  and  occupations 
which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-laws  or  Regulations  are 
dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Pages, 
15-35- 


SECTION  D 
HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . . . 517 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  . . . . . . . . . . 1,683 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  . . . . 151 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  . . . . . . . . . . 609 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 60 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . 330 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers  . . . . 329 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  th€  year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 
(a)  By  owners 

(&)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notice : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(fi)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  n and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(3)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntary 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

A (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

B. — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year 
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C (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 28 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  151 

D.  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . . — 

No  dwelling-houses  have  again  become  over- 
crowded after  steps  had  been  taken  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding 

E.  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the 
medical  officer  of  health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report  . . . . . . . . — 

28  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated  during  the 
year,  12  of  which  were  from  Council  Houses,  10  new  cases 
were  found,  3 in  houses  owned  by  the  Council,  making  the 
total  at  the  end  of  year  40,  fourteen  of  which  are  owned  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  151  houses  were  inspected  under  the 
Housing  Act  1925.  Of  this  number  65  were  found  to  be  in 
all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation,  26  with  defects 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  and 
bo  were  found  to  be  totally  unfit. 


SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  supervision  of  food  is  referred  to  in  the 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES.  GENERAL. 

Only  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  and  no  im- 
munisation has  been  carried  out. 

Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was  reported. 

The  table  following  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurring  during  1937. 


Notifiable  Diseases  in  1937. 
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Use  made  of  facilities  will  be  found  under  the  heading 
of  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Number  of  vaccinations,  15. 

For  comments  on  Disinfection  refer  to  Sanitary  In- 
spector’s Report,  page  29. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act,  1025. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

9 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

1 

5 

— 

1 

9 

— 

1 

35 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

- 

- 

45 

2 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

i 

1 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

— 

9 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

8 

1 

6 

9 

5 

1 

1 

Notifications  exceed  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  by  C. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  02  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  regarding  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  LANYON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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OF  THE 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  ending 
December  31st,  1937 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
OF  FALMOUTH. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Falmouth. 


May  31st,  1938. 


Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough,  I have  had  careful 
regard  to  the  guidance  given  in  the  Circular  No.  1650,  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  this  purpose,  and  also  to  the 
matter  given  in  previous  reports.  Repetition  of  explanation 
or  comment  has  been  avoided  wherever  possible.  The  Report 
is  set  out  on  similar  lines  to  the  past  ten  years  so  as  to 
facilitate  reference  or  comparison  with  these  if  so  desired. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  continued  with 
unabated  zeal  during  1937  and  has  centred  mainly  on  Clear- 
ance Areas  with  a few  Individual  Houses. 

The  1937  Programme  consisted  of  twelve  Clearance 
Areas,  comprising  51  dwellings,  occupied  by  73  families  with 
a total  of  261  persons,  and  9 individual  houses  with  nine 
families  consisting  of  32  persons;  a total  of  60  dwellings,  82 
families  and  293  persons;  this  being  our  fourth  annual  instal- 
ment of  our  Slum  Clearance  Campaign. 
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The  Local  Authority  has  built  556  houses,  84  of  which 
were  to  re-house  tenants  displaced  under  the  1934  and  1935 
slum  clearance  programmes  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  and 
have  144  houses  in  the  course  of  erection  for  tenants  to  be 
displaced  under  the  1936  programme  and  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding. 

We  have  still  a waiting  list  of  367  applicants  for  Council 
Houses. 


During  the  year  57  dwelling-houses  were  certified  as  fit 
for  habitation.  They  were  situated  as  follows:  — 


Penwerris  Ward  . . . . . . . . 10 


Trevethan 

Sinithick 

Arwenack 


10 

1 

36 


The  total  number  of  nuisances  reported  was  304,  and 
of  these  297  have  been  abated  in  addition  to  6 left  over  from 
1936.  The  notices  above  do  not  include  those  served  under 
the  Housing  Acts.  The  number  of  complaints  received  was 
142,  and  in  every  case  a visit  was  paid  to  the  premises  com 
plained  of  and  a thorough  investigation  was  made.  61  had 
reference  to  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts;  15  had 
reference  to  bad  housing  conditions;  7 proved  on  investigation 
to  be  unfounded;  26  were  handed  over  to  other  departments; 
33  miscellaneous. 


WATER. 

The  Falmouth  Waterworks  is  a Municipal  undertaking. 
The  gathering  grounds  are  of  gravel  and  peat  sub-soil. 

Both  High  and  Low  Level  supplies  are  mechanically 
filtered  and  are  then  treated  with  the  latest  Chlorine  Gas 
Installation. 

The  following  is  the  practice  followed  to  assure  ihe 
purity  of  the  supply  to  consumers:  — 

(1)  Ortho-tolidine  Tests  are  taken  twice  daily  to  notify  any 
possible  organic  changes  in  the  water,  necessitating 
increased  sterilization,  or  otherwise. 
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(2)  Bacteriological  Analysis  is  undertaken  monthly  and 
Chemical  Analysis  quarterly,  except  when  shortage 
occurs,  when  samples  are  taken  weekly. 

(3)  The  water  is  also  tested  for  its  possible  Plumbo-solvent 
action  on  metals  of  every  description,  including  lead 
service  pipes,  etc.,  regularly. 

(4)  Samples  are  taken  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
Analysis  of  Crude  Water  every  other  month  and  on 
special  occasions  when  there  is  reason  to  conclude  that 
some  sudden  and  unexpected  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  water. 

In  the  above  respects  the  Corporation  have  adopted  the 
recommendations  of  their  Chemists,  Drs.  Beale  and  Suckling, 
of  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories;  as  to  the 
practices  which  should,  in  their  opinions,  be  adopted  to 
assure  every  possible  protection  for  the  consumer. 

Copies  of  recent  analysis  are  as  follows : — 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  November 
25th,  1937,  from  Falmouth  Corporation,  labelled  tap  at  rear 
ot  Low  Level  filters : 

Chemical  results  in  parts  per  100,000 : 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright. 

Colour — Slight  yellow.  Odour — Nil. 

Reaction  pH — On  the  acid  side  of  Neutrality : 6.7.  Free 
Carbonic  Acid— 0.35. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20  degrees  C — 170. 

Total  Solids,  180  degrees  C — 11.5. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides — 2.9. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates — 0.08.  Nitrites — Absent. 

Hardness — Permanent,  3.5;  Temporary,  0.0;  Total,  3.5. 

Metals — Iron,  0.005. 

Free  Ammonia — 0.0026.  Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  — . 

Albuminoid  Ammonia — 0.0168.  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  80  degrees  F. — 0.245. 
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Bacteriological  Results: — No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 
—On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20  degrees  1.,  7;  1 day  at  37  degrees 
C.,  3:  2 days  at  37  degrees  C.,  6. 

The  Bacillus  Coli — Present  in,  — . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  (B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes — Present 
in,  — . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Report:— This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  neutral  in 
reaction.  It  is  soft  in  character,  contains  no  excess  of  saline 
or  mineral  matter  in  solution,  or  metals  and  is  of  satisfactory 
organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

We  regard  the  water  as  pure  and  wholesome,  suitable 
for  the  purposes  of  public  supply. 

(Signed)  E.  SUCKLING, 

For  Drs.  Beale  and  Suckling 


Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  November 
25th,  1937,  from  Falmouth  Corporation,  labelled  lap  in 
Meter  House — High  Level : 

Chemical  results  in  parts  per  100,000 : 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright. 

Colour — Slight  yellow.  Odour — Nil. 

Reaction  pH — Neutral:  6.8.  Free  Carbonic  Acid  0.35. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20  degrees  C. — 165. 

Total  Solids,  180  degrees  C. — n.o. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides — 2.9. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates— 0.06.  Nitrites  absent. 

Hardness: — Permanent,  3.5;  Temporary,  0.0;  total,  3.5. 

Metals — Iron,  0.005. 

Free  Ammonia — 0.0026.  Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  — . 
Albuminoid  Ammonia — 0.0168.  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs  at  80  degrees  F. — 0.205. 
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Bacteriological  Results: — No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 
— On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20  degrees  C.,  2;  1 day  at  37  degrees 
C.,  1;  2 days  at  37  degrees  C.,  2. 

The  Bacillus  Coli — Present  in,  — . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  (B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes)— Present 
in,  — . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Report: — This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  neutral  in 
reaction.  It  is  soft  in  character,  contains  no  excess  of  saline 
or  mineral  matter  in  solution  or  metals  and  is  of  satisfactory 
organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

We  regard  the  water  as  pure  and  wholesome,  suitable 
for  the  purposes  of  public  supply. 

(Signed)  E.  SUCKLING, 

For  Drs.  Beale  and  Suckling. 


During  1937  the  average  daily  consumption  within  the 
Borough,  for  all  purposes,  was  675,653  gallons. 

The  number  of  Trade  supplies  for  the  year  1937  equalled 
560.  The  number  of  Domestic  supplies  for  the  year  1937 
equalled  5,055. 

During  the  year  new  water  mains  have  been  laid  in 
Dracaena  Avenue,  Grove  Hill  Estate,  Arwenack  Avenue, 
Melville  Crescent,  Dracaena  Place,  Mongleath,  Boscawen 
Road,  Tregullow  Road,  Trevarth  Road,  Trevithick  Road, 
Trelisick  Road  and  Trevaylor  Road. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Afew  minor  cases  of  pollution  have  been  dealt  with  and 
two  samples  from  a stream  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Analyst  and  no  excessive  pollution  was  found. 


DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Sewer  extensions  have  been  made  at  Tregullow  Road, 
Trevarth  Road,  Trevithick  Road,  Trelisick  Road,  Trevaylor 
Road,  Melville  Crescent,  Arwenack  Avenue,  Boscawen  Road 
and  Grove  Hill  Estate. 
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All  new  drains,  whether  in  conjunction  with  new  houses 
or  existing  buildings,  are  inspected  and  tested  by  the  staff 
of  this  Department  before  being  covered  in. 

105  new  drains  were  inspected  during  the  year,  of  which 
6 were  disapproved. 

58  old  drains  were  tested,  56  of  which  were  found  to 
be  defective,  principally  drains  of  premises  scheduled  in  the 
1937  Housing  Programme. 

The  Sewerage  Works  at  Swanvale  have  continued  to 
function  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  during  the 
year. 

One  effluent  test  was  made  and  the  result  was  found  to  be 
well  within  the  limits  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Sewage  Disposal. 

Twenty  lorry  loads  of  sludge  have  been  dried  and  dis- 
posed of  to  gardeners. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

Apart  from  the  area  recently  added  to  the  Borough,  all 
houses,  with  the  exception  of  a few,  are  connected  to  the 
sewers  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

In  the  following  Report  the  main  tabular  statements 
follow  this  introduction,  and  comments  on  the  various 
activities  of  the  Department  come  afterwards. 


TABLE  No.  1 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Primary  In-  Re-In- 
spections. spections. 

Inspected  and  Recorded  under  provisions  of 

(Housing  Consolidated  Regulations)  1925  173  461 

Inspected  under  provisions  of  Public  Health 

Acts  323  648 

Surveyed  under  Form  B,  Housing  Act  1936  201 

Inspected  re  verminous  conditions  . . . . 58  58 
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Inspected  after  occurrence  of  Infectious 
Disease 

Disinfected  (Rooms) 

Inspections  of  Water  Closets 
Insufficient  Ash  Receptacles 
Inspections  of  Common  Passages 

Drainage. 

Visits  to  Works  in  Progress 
Water  Tests  applied  to  drains 
Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains 
New  Drains  approved  after  test 
New  Drains  disapproved 
Old  Drains  Tested  for  defects 
Old  Drains  found  defective  after  test 
Old  Drains  inspected 
New  Interceptors  fixed 
New  Gullies  fixed 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Cowsheds  Inspected 
Dairies 

Milk  Purveyors’  Vehicles 

Samples  obtained  for  Methylene  Blue  and 
Coliform  Baccilus  Tests 

Bakehouses. 

Number  of  Inspections 
Meat  Shops,  Stalls,  etc. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  of  Inspections 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  of  Factories  in- 


spected 

29 

42 

Inspections  of  Workshops 

109 

93 

Inspections  of  Workplaces 

18 

70 

Visits  to  Outworkers’  premises 

1 

7 

Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  of  Schools 

17 

32 

Sewer  and  Sewage  Inspections 

93 

— 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls 

8 

20 

Piggeries 

1 

5 

Public  Conveniences 

23 

472 

Drinking  Fountains 

10 

35 

Tips 

3 

14 

Re  Rat  Destruction 

93 

136 

Burial  Grounds 

4 

8 

Foreshores 

6 

46 

Visits  to  Destructor 

57 

— 

Visits  to  Council  Houses 

95 

— 

Visits  to  Housing  Clearance  Schemes 

39 

— 

Visits  to  Swan  vale  Sewerage  Farm 

29 

— 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

76 

— 

Visits  to  Catering  Establishments 

52 

— 

Visits  to  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

10 

24 

Inspection  of  Premises  re  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 

61 

— 

Inspection  of  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  . . 

28 

39 

Food  Hawkers’  Vehicles 

30 

14 

District  Inspections 

18 

— 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officers  of  Health 

92 

— 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc. 

80 

— 

Interviews  with  Chairman  . . 

6 
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Interviews  with  Applicants  for  Council 

Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 31  — 

Interviews  re  Overcrowding  . . . . 8 — 

Interviews  re  Collection  of  Trade  Refuse  11  — 

Interviews  with  Farmers  and  Milk  Purveyors  25  — 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Farms  . . . . 14  — 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Hotels  . . . . 17  — 

Interviews  with  Builders  . . . . . . 45  — 

Interviews  re  Shops  Acts  . . . . . . 6 — 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

□ welling  Houses. 

Unfit  Houses  demolished  voluntarily  . . . . 4 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Spoutings  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Walls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Windows  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 4 

Houses  Provided  with  Sinks  . . . . . . . . 7 

Verminous  Houses  disinfected  . . . . . . 58 

Floors  Relaid  or  Repaired  . . . . . . . . 7 

Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Yards  repaved  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Defective  Ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . . . 8 

Defective  Flues  and  Fireplaces  repaired  . . . . 7 

Water  Closets,  Ash-bins,  etc. 

Defective  Water  Closets  repaired  . . . . . . 17 

Defective  Hopper  Pans  replaced  by  Wash-downs  . . 5 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided  . . . . . . 7 

Defective  Ash  Receptacles  . . . . . . . . 91 

New  Dust-bins  provided  . . . . . . . . 91 
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Cess-pools  emptied  . . . . . . . . . . 242 

Cesspools  Abolished  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Privy  Middens  Abolished  . . . . . . . . 1 

Pail  Closets  Abolished  . . . . . . . . — 

Draiange. 

Houses  completely  re-drained  . . . . . . 5 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . . . . . 7 

Old  Drains  abolished  . . . . . . . . 5 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  disconnected  . . . . . . 5 

Rain  Water  Fall  Pipes  disconnected  . . . . 2 

Choked  Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  relaid  . . 86 

Choked  Gullies  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 6 

Choked  Interceptors  cleansed  . . . . . . 18 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 4 

Existing  drains  Connected  to  Main  Sewer  . . . . 8 

Bakehouses. 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed  after  notice 
Ventilated 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Want  of  Ventilation  . . . . . . . . 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  . . . . . . . . — 

Other  Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

/ Insufficient  . . . . 1 

Sanitary  Accommodation  - Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

'■Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

Water  Supply. 

Water  services  repaired  . . . . . . . . 25 

Houses  or  W.C.s  provided  with  adequate  Water 

Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 
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Flush  Cisterns  repaired  . . . . . . . . 32 

Water  Fountains  repaired  . . . . . . . . 21 

Miscellaneous. 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . 43 

Statutory  Notices  issued  . . . . . . . . 39 

Preliminary  Notices  given  . . . . . . . . 428 

Total  Inspections  made  . . . . . . . . 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Several  inspections  of  premises  have  been  made  and  a 
few  observations  taken,  but  in  no  case  were  prosecutions 
warranted. 

In  addition  to  the  observations  I have  made  several 
tests  with  a view  to  detecting  the  deposit  of  soot,  grit,  etc., 
complained  of  by  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Destructor. 

The  first  set  of  six  plates  gave  very  strong  evidence  that 
the  complaints  were  justified. 

The  manager’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  results,  who 
arranged  for  minor  improvements  to  be  carried  out  and  as 
a result  of  which  subsequent  tests  were  found  to  be  much 
better. 


SCHOOLS. 

It  was  only  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools  from 
25th  January  to  8th  February  for  an  epidemic  of  influenza. 


CIRCULAR  LETTERS. 

Circular  letters  have  been  sent  to  Retail  Purveyors  of 
Milk  in  the  Borough. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a) — Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  dairy  farms,  17;  with  approximately  220 
cows.  Number  of  Registered  Purveyors  delivering 
milk  from  door  to  door,  63.  Number  of  Wholesale 


26 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Traders,  18,  six  of  whom  are  Producers  in  the 
Borough.  There  are  also  21  shops  registered  for  the 
sale  of  Milk  and  Cream.  We  have  one  purveyor 
retailing  Accredited  Milk,  five  retailing  Tuberculin 
Tested  (Certified)  Milk,  and  one  Pasteurised. 

Fifty-five  samples  of  milk  have  been  sent  to  the  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary  Pathological  Department  for 
Methylene  Blue  Test  and  for  presence  or  absence  of 
Coliform  Bacillus.  No  samples  were  taken  for 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

For  the  size  of  the  town  there  is  a large  number  of 
Milk  Distributors,  the  total  number  of  Milk  Purveyors 
being  63  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  Purveyors, 
all  supplies  are  delivered  once  daily. 

We  have  nineteen  cowkeepers  who  provide  accommo- 
dation for  about  two  hundred  and  forty  cows. 

The  standard  of  the  buildings  was  reported  in  my  last 
report  along  with  the  action  taken. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  most  of  the  Owners  have 
commenced  work  to  comply  with  the  Statutory  Notices 
and  on  five  farms  the  work  has  been  completed,  which 
include  re-construction  of  floors,  adequate  lighting  and 
ventilation,  rendering  of  internal  walls  in  cement, 
new  drainage  system,  middens,  and  cesspits;  and  in 
one  case  a better  water  supply. 

Under  the  County  of  Cornwall  Act,  1929,  all  Manu- 
facturers, Vendors  and  Dealers  in  Ice  Cream  are 
required  to  be  registered,  and  also  their  premises. 
During  the  year  5 applications  were  received  for 
registration,  four  of  which  were  registered,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  Registered  Dealers,  etc.,  to  52. 
Periodical  inspections  are  made  of  the  premises  where 
Ice  Cream  is  prepared  or  sold,  including  those  of 
hawkers’  carts.  On  the  whole,  I am  glad  to  say  that 
our  requirements  are  carried  out  and  the  premises 
kept  clean.  No  samples  have  been  taken  for  examina- 
tion of  Tubercle  bacilli,  and  no  action  has  been 
necessary  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order, 
1923. 

(6) — Meat,  etc. 

We  have  only  one  slaughter  house,  which  was  visited 
186  times,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  carcases  inspected  : — 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 
exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

(if  known) 

282 

6 

103 

337 

24 

Number  inspected 

268 

6 

97 

321 

12 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis . 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

9 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  desease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

3.4 

33.3 

— 

1.2 

— 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

3 

-- 

— 

— 

16.7 

The  butchers’,  fishmongers’  and  greengrocers’  shops 
in  the  Borough  have  been  kept  under  observation  and 
inspecte'd  during  the  year. 

Small  quantities  of  unsound  meat,  fruit,  vegetables 
and  fish  have  been  submitted  by  tradesmen  for 
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examination,  and  in  all  cases  when  the  articles  were 
proved  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  they  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction. 

The  occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  is  permitted  and  in 
such  cases  notices  have  been  given  to  the  Local 
Authority,  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula- 
tions, 1924,  and  24  Pigs  have  been  slaughtered,  12 
of  which  were  inspected. 

Speaking  generally,  the  bakehouses  are  maintained 
in  a clean  condition  and  few  complaints  have  been 
received. 

(c) — Adulteration,  etc. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  working 
of  these  Acts  and  Regulations,  and  1 am  indebted 
to  Dr.  E.  M.  Clarke,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  following  report:  — 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


Article 

No. 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Result  of 
Proceedings 

Milk  

17 

17 

— 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Gin 

1 

1 

— 

- 

Whiskey 

1 

— 

10% added 

water 

Fined 

£2  10  6 

Beef  Dripping 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

2 

9 

— 

— 

Sandwich  Cheese 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Salmon 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cheese  and  Tomato  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pepper  

2 

2 

— 

— 

IceCream 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Barley  Water 

2 

9 

— 

— 

Jel'y  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Saveloy 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cream  Cheese 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cinnamon 

1 

1 

— * 

— 
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SHELL-FISH  (MOLLUSCAN). 

We  have  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district, 
local  supplies  being  derived  from  Percuil  and  Helford. 

DISINFECTION  WORK. 

78  Rooms  were  disinfected  in  consequence  of  the 
occurrence  of  infectious  diseases,  together  with  a number 
of  other  things — including  bedding  and  clothing  and  58  for 
vermin.  379  gallons  and  660  eight  oz.  tins  of  disinfectant 
fluid  were  given  out  b}/  the  Department  during  the  year, 
chiefly  to  Caretakers  of  Schools  and  Public  Conveniences, 
and  where  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  nursed  at  home. 

High  Pressure  Steam  Disinfection  is  carried  out  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  by  means  of  a Washington-Lyon 
Disinfector  and  a small  quantity  of  beds,  etc.,  were  disin- 
fected. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Only  2 houses  (neither  of  which  belong  to  the  Council) 
were  found  to  be  infested  with  Bugs.  Disinfestation  was 
carried  out  by  the  local  authority,  and  the  method  adopted 
was  fumigation  with  sulphur,  spraying  with  insecticide  or 
other  approved  fumigants.  In  all  cases  the  wookwork  (skirt- 
ings, picturerails  and  architraves)  are  removed  before 
fumigation,  and  all  premises  kept  under  supervision  for  a 
time  to  avoid  if  possible  re-infestation.  All  bedding,  etc.,  of 
tenants  is  steam  disinfected  when  considered  necessary. 


REPORTS  UNDER  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT, 

1901,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

138  Factories  and  Workshops  and  18  Workplaces  have 
been  examined  and  361  visits  paid. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act,  1890)  is  in 
force  in  the  Borough. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  kind  of  work  followed 
on  the  premises  examined:  — 


Occupation 

Factories 

Workshops 

Total 

Bakehouses 

6 

10 

16 

Blacksmiths 

— 

5 

5 

Boot  & Shoe  Makers 

2 

11 

13 

Builders 

3 

12 

15 

Botanical  Brewers ... 

1 

— 

1 

Cycle  Repairers  & Motor 
Engineers 

7 

16 

23 

Joiners  & Cabinet  Makers 

— 

4 

4 

Dressmakers  & Milliners  ... 

— 

6 

6 

Painters  & Decorators 

— 

4 

4 

Electrical  Engineers 

4 

5 

9 

Engravers  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Plumbers 

— 

6 

6 

Printers 

2 

3 

5 

Saddlers  & Sailmakers 

— 

4 

4 

Tailors 

— 

8 

8 

Upholsterers 

— 

4 

4 

Watchmakers 

— 

7 

7 

Yacht  Builders 

— 

3 

3 

Laundries  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Musical  Instrument 

Repairers  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

29 

109 

138 

The  following  are  the  defects  found  in  Factories,  Work- 
shops and  Workplaces:  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . . . . . . . i 

Want  of  Ventilation  . . . . . . . . — 

Want  of  Drainage  of  floors  . . . . . . — 

Other  Nuisances  abated  . . . . . . i 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  . . — 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  . . . . 3 
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Sanitary  Accommodation  not  separate  for  sexes  — 

No  notices  in  respect  of  neglect  or  default  of  occupiers 
have  been  received. 

On  the  whole,  the  workshops,  retail  bakehouses,  etc., 
were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  no  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted. 

The  outworkers’  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  no  infectious  diseases  detected. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1912-1936,  AND  ORDERS  THEREUNDER. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  performed : — 

124 


Total  number  of  visits  to  Shop  Premises  . . 

,,  ,,  Night  Patrols  undertaken 

,,  ,,  Complaints  received  and  investi 

vestigated 

,,  ,,  Interviews  with  shopkeepers 

Breaches  of  Shops  Acts  discovered  : — 

Trading  during  prohibited  hours 
Assistants  not  getting  full  time  for  meals 
,,  ,,  ,,  weekly  half-holiday 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation 
,,  Washing  Facilities 
,,  Ventilation 

Action  taken  as  to  offences : — 

Warned  verbally 

Warned  by  letter 
Reported  to  Local  Authority  . . 

Prosecutions  instituted  and  Convictions  obtained 
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13 

14 

20 

6 

2 

3 

2 

3 

37 

6 

6 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

During  the  year  93  complaints  have  been  received  of 
Rats  infesting  houses,  shops,  tips,  or  warehouses  within  the 
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Borough.  All  complaints  were  promptly  attended  to,  and, 
where  possible,  the  rats  were  traced  to  their  sources  and 
destroyed.  Every  assistance  and  advice  has  been  given  *o 
householders  and  others  to  clear  their  premises  of  the  pest, 
and  rat  bait  has  been  handed  out  freely  to  all  applicants 


MISCELLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS. 

Cinemas  and  Music  Hails. 

These  places  of  Public  Amusement  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  gave  little  cause  for  complaint.  The 
necessary  reports  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
purposes  of  renewal  of  licenses. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  Baths 
or  Pools. 

F oreshore. 

The  Foreshore  has  been  regularly  inspected  and  kept 
clean,  and  120  tons  of  weed,  etc.,  taken  out  to  sea. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  town  is  well  supplied  with  Public  Conveniences, 
the  total  number  being  twenty-three,  which  are  cleaned  and 
disinfected  daily.  Six  have  regular  attendants,  four  of  which 
are  for  ladies  and  two  for  gentlemen.  495  visits  have  been 
made  to  the  various  conveniences  and  the  revenue  received 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1938,  was:  — 


£ s- 

d. 

424  18 

1 

as  compared  with  . . 

423  14 

1 

in 

1936 

it  1 * • • 

393  2 

6 

in 

1935 

it  t t • • 

384  16 

8 

in 

1934 

it  it 

384  17 

3 

in 

1933 

it  it  • • 

374  n 

4 

in 

1932 

(The  receipts  do  not  include  Gyllyngdune  Gardens.) 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


(1st  April,  1937  to  31st  March,  1938.) 


No  extension  or  improvement  has  been  thought  necessary 
with  regard  to  the  above;  the  method  of  collection  being 
carried  out  by:  — 

One  S.  and  D.  Freighter  with  driver  and  three  fillers. 
One  Dodge  with  driver  and  two  fillers,  and  one  filler  part 


time  on  each  vehicle. 


The  method  of  disposal  is  incineration,  all  refuse  being 
dealt  with  at  the  destructor. 

I am  again  very  happy  to  report  that  we  have  gone 
through  the  year  without  any  complaints.  A bi-weekly- 
collection  of  all  House  Refuse  is  made,  whilst  trade  refuse 
in  the  main  streets  is  collected  daily  and  Hotels  4 times  a 
week.  We  have  4,179  ashbins  in  the  Borough  and  I would 
appeal  to  all  owners  when  replacing  worn  out  bins  to  do  so 
with  strong,  sound  bins  instead  of  the  cheap  and  flimsy  ones 
which  have  a very  short  life. 

Shopkeepers  in  Falmouth  are  very  fortunate  in  having 
a free  daily  collection  of  their  refuse.  Their  appreciation 
might  be  expressed  in  a practical  form  by  the  compression 
of  bulky  packing  materials  into  parcels  of  a reasonable  and 
handy  size. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  number  of  houses  and  the 
increasing  number  of  Council  houses  necessitating  the  long 
carries  for  the  full  bins  and  return  of  the  empties  is  augment- 
ing the  work  of  Refuse  Collection,  and  to  keep  costs  down 
in  face  of  this  continual  growth  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult. 

Taking  all  our  services  into  consideration:  — 


The  total  cost  of  collection  is 
Cost  per  house 
Cost  per  head 
Cost  per  ton 


i s.  d. 
1,631  o 6 
7 8 


2 2 


5 8 
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The  number  of  loads  collected  is  as  follows:  — 


Freighter 1,072 

Albion  . . . . . . . . 1 

Morris  78 

Dodge  (Highway)  . . . . 11 

Dodge  No.  2 . . . . . . 1,450 

Hired  Lorry  . . . . . . 458 

Estimated  tonnage  . . . . 5,767 


£ s.  d. 

Cost  of  disposal,  for  burning  refuse  . . . . 216  4 6 

Cost  of  removing  clinker,  etc.,  from  Destructor  129  16  1 


The  gross  cost  of  disposal  being  . . . . . . 346  o 7 

Receipts  : 

£ s.  d. 

(a)  For  collection  of  refuse  . . 50  o o 

(b)  Removing  clinker,  etc., 

from  Destructor  . . 98  6 5 


Total  Receipts 


..148  6 5 


Leaving  a net  cost  of  . . . . . . . . 197  14  2 


The  net  cost  per  1,000  population  is  as  follows:  — 

£ s.  d. 

1.  Collection  . . . . . . 107  10  o 

2.  Disposal  . . . . . • • • 13  1 4 

The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  represents  a 
3_8d.  rate. 
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Our  costs  are  very  low,  and  show  a decrease  in  every 
item  of  collection  and  disposal  and  compare  most  favourably 
with  other  districts.  The  following  particulars  obtained  from 


the  last  published  report  of 
interest. 

the  Ministry  of 

Health  are  of 

Average  cost  per  ton  of 

refuse  collection 

and  disposal 

for  the  year  1935-36:  — 

Collection. 

Disposal. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

83  County  Boroughs 

..92 

4 0 

29  Metropolitan  Boroughs  . . 12  0 

7 9 

13 1 Other  Boroughs  . . 

..  8 9 

3 n 

120  Urban  Districts  . . 

••7  9 

2 2 

Falmouth  Borough 

••  5 8 

8 

In  concluding  this  report,  I desire  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  support  received  during  the  year  from 
the  Health  Committee;  my  best  thanks  to  the  staff,  one  and 
all,  for  their  loyalty,  zeal  and  devotion,  and  for  the  able 
and  energetic  manner  in  which  they  have  at  all  times  dis- 
charged their  many  and  onerous  duties,  often  under  very 
trying  conditions,  and  after  recognised  hours  of  duty. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  HEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


■ 


